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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Most High God, Your steadfast love 

endures throughout the generations. 
Your faithfulness sustains the seasons 
of our earthly pilgrimage. You are wor-
thy of our praise. 

Infuse our lawmakers with reveren-
tial awe, as they remember You are the 
one constituent they absolutely must 
please. Because of You, they live and 
move and breathe and have their being. 
Although they may plan, You alone de-
cide what will or will not prevail. May 
our Senators make You their refuge, 
their shelter in the time of storms. 

And Lord, we thank You for the in-
spiration of a stupendous World Series. 

We pray in Your glorious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for 90 seconds. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
today is Halloween. This may sound a 
little ‘‘candy corny,’’ but this Iowan 
wants to talk about the scary prices of 
prescription drugs. 

Since January, I have joined with bi-
partisan forces to drive a stake in the 

heart of ghoulish price-gouging. Sen-
ator WYDEN and I are working to shut 
down the pranks poisoning the drug 
supply chain. We need our fellow law-
makers to step up and nail the coffin 
shut on monstrous drug price in-
creases. 

One example that can’t masquerade 
as a next-generation drug is the 500- 
percent increase for insulin, which 
helps Americans with diabetes regulate 
blood sugar. This medicine was discov-
ered 100 years ago, about the time the 
first horror movie debuted. There is no 
rhyme or reason for the terrifying 
price hikes spooking Americans. 

The real horror story this Halloween 
is what is preventing Congress from 
doing its job. Big Pharma is spending a 
frightening amount of money to kill 
drug-pricing reforms. 

Let’s fix the real injustice haunting 
the American people, which is sticker 
shock at the pharmacy counter. Every 
Senator can be a superhero for Hal-
loween. All you have to do is join us to 
dig a grave for batty prescription drug 
prices. Ending Big Pharma’s pricing 
tricks would be a real treat for Ameri-
cans. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 
WASHINGTON NATIONALS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
to lead off, I would certainly be remiss 
not to congratulate the 2019 World Se-
ries champions, the Washington Na-
tionals. This year, our national pas-
time came down to a dramatic finish. 
The Nationals and the Astros traded 

blows right up until the final innings of 
game seven. 

For the first time ever, the away 
team won all seven games of the series. 
And now Stephen Strasburg, Max 
Scherzer, Anthony Rendon, Juan Soto, 
and the rest of the 2019 Nationals are 
bringing a World Series trophy here to 
the Nation’s Capital for the first time 
since 1924. Back then, of course, the 
home team was officially the Wash-
ington Senators, although still often 
called the Nationals. That is a distin-
guished name for a team. 

This squad has to be hands-down the 
most athletic, most resilient, most 
team-spirited bunch of ballplayers cer-
tainly this city has ever had. These re-
markable players; their manager, Dave 
Martinez; the Nationals’ front office; 
and the team’s owners, the Lerner fam-
ily—and I particularly want to men-
tion Ted Lerner, the patriarch, who is 
94 years old. Many people thought he 
might not be around to see the Wash-
ington Nationals’ first championship, 
but he was. He is a great owner, a great 
friend of the city, and it was fun to see 
him after the game revel in this great 
accomplishment. They achieved, actu-
ally, a small miracle. For a couple of 
weeks, they gave us something that all 
of Washington, DC, could unite 
around—a miracle indeed. It is some-
thing we can use around here these 
days. Congratulations to the cham-
pions. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on another matter, later today we are 
going to vote on something that should 
not be controversial: funding for our 
national defense, for supporting serv-
icemembers and their families, for sus-
taining American global leadership and 
strategic edge. This vital priority is 
not something that can take a back 
seat to partisan dysfunction. 

Our men and women in uniform don’t 
get to go on sabbatical while they wait 
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